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Red Bull Before the “Curse”

2016: Red Bull gained one of if not the 2018: Daniel Ricciardo, Red Bull's second
best driver of all time - Max Verstappen. driver, felt overshadowed and switched
teams.




He is the last driver to have consistent success in the
second Red Bull Seat.



Ricciardo

Red Bull’s Second Drivers

Gasly Albon Perez Lawson Tsunoda
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F1 2025 Average Qualifying

Team Faster Driver Average Gap (s) Sessions Slower Driver




The Problem
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Verstappen vs. Second Red Bull

Max Verstappen
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How much of the gap is hecause of Verstappen?

Time difference = Verstappen Good +

We need to find out whether the second Red Bull's
discrepancy is due to the car vs. the driver.



Methods

e Data collected: 2019 - 2025

e Method of evaluation: Qualifying

e Statistic used: Standardized Seconds (std_seconds)
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Comparison of Constructor Strength (since 2019)

Team Coefficient Visualizer (from regression model)
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Comparison of Driver Ability

Red Bull Drivers

Max Verstappen

Sergio Perez

Alexander Albon
Pierre Gasly
Liam Lawson
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Relative Performance in First vs Second Team

Predicted Qualifying Times: Pierre Gasly Predicted Qualifying Times: Liam Lawson Predicted Qualifying Times: Yuki Tsunoda
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Potential Cause
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDtORe9U9Bs

Potential Cause

Question: Where is the second Red Bull losing time?

Hypothesis: Second Red Bull drivers likely lose the most time in high speed
corners because of lack of commitment to the daredevil set-up tailored for Max

Verstappen.



Silverstone GP

Silverstone 2025 Qualifying
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Telemetry Data: Australian GP

Verstappen vs Gasly Qualifying Speed Australia 2019 Verstappen vs Lawson Qualifying Speed Australia 2025
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In conclusion,

“You need two legs to walk...”

- Vincent Cai



Questions?
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